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“A Rock So Big….” 
 

Every now and then you will hear the old 
question, “Can God make a rock so big that 
He couldn’t lift it?” This is intended by the 
non-believer (usually someone who has been 
following atheist blogs without much critical 
thinking) to be the single, knock-down punch 
to the Christian faith. If God could make a 
rock so big He couldn’t lift it, then He is 
unable to do something, ergo, He’s not 
omnipotent.  If He couldn’t make a rock of 
that nature, then, again, there’s something He 
can’t do and therefore He’s not omnipotent. 
So the Christian faith is destroyed. There! 
Right?  
 
Wrong. 
 
This type of dilemma, and those similar to it, 
contains an error within it. When you 
recognize the error, you can see how it fails. 
For those of you who troll through Wikipedia, 
you’ll know these arguments to be called the 
“omnipotence paradoxes”.1 These arguments 
have their roots way back in the 12th century. 
One of the main misunderstandings of these 
paradoxes is how it views “omnipotence”. In 
order for this objection to God to succeed, it 
must define omnipotence as the ability to 
bring into being any outcome. By this 
thinking, that must also include logical 
impossibilities such as making a square circle 
or creating a married bachelor or a one-ended 
stick. Such things are inherently 
contradictory and nonsensical. So, by this 
misunderstanding of omnipotence, if God 
cannot do this, He is no longer an omnipotent 
being, resulting in the conclusion that He 

																																																								
1	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omnipotence_paradox	

does not exist. It’s like asking, can an 
infinitely powerful being be beaten by an 
infinitely powerful being? Or can God create 
a God more powerful than Himself? Again, 
these are utter nonsense and, as C.S. Lewis 
said, “Nonsense is still nonsense even when 
speaking about God”. 
 Orthodox Christian theism does not teach 
that God can do anything. In fact, it is quite 
clear that there are a number of things that 
God cannot do. He cannot go against His own 
nature, He cannot sin. So the supposed 
paradox, when applied to the Christian God, 
has no real application. It is not a matter of 
power but a matter of logical consistency. In 
point of fact, God cannot make a one-ended 
stick or a square circle. 
 Wait, you mean God has to obey the rules 
of logic? Doesn’t that mean there’s 
something God is subservient to? No, not at 
all. Logic is not something outside of God 
that God needs to obey. Neither is logic 
something that God arbitrarily created. The 
rules of logic are part of God’s nature. Just as 
God’s love, mercy, kindness, and goodness 
are part of His nature, so is logic. Remember 
John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word…” 
Here, the Word is the Greek logos, or 
“reason”. Logic is grounded in God’s nature.2 
So, as the Bible teaches that God cannot go 
against His own nature, He therefore cannot 
bring about logical impossibilities. So, yeah, 
He can’t make a rock so big that He can’t lift 
it…..and He’s still omnipotent and the God 
who created this universe and I’m perfectly 
fine with that---so there.  
 Maybe one of the best responses again 
comes from C.S. Lewis. When asked that 
question, he simply said, “Why would He 
want to?” 
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