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Adapting to the Evolution Question 
 

As Christians we need to have good 
responses towards those who question our 
beliefs. 1  I’m afraid that some of our 
responses are outdated when it comes to the 
current scientific evidences and fast-paced 
internet information culture. As the culture 
changes, we need to adapt in order to make 
the same message understandable. 

Have you ever been challenged by 
someone who asks whether or not “you 
believe in evolution?” What do you say? If 
you say no, you come across as some narrow-
minded religious fundamentalist ignoramus. 
But you don’t want to answer yes either 
because this would betray your Christian 
convictions. So how should you respond? 

Try this next time. 
I got this from Greg Koukl, the President 

and Founder of Stand To Reason.2 The first 
thing you want to do is to frame the question 
correctly. In order to do that, you must get 
some more information from your challenger. 
The term “evolution” can mean at least three 
different things. If you don’t get clarification, 
you will be at a disadvantage. Also, getting 
clarification is a fair-minded and reasonable 
thing to do. So you can ask, “what do you 
mean by evolution?” This also gives you time 
to think and to look like you’re a smarter 
cookie than your challenger thought. 

Your challenger may not have an 
immediate answer. You can help him out by 
saying the following: “Well, evolution has a 
number of different possible meanings. I 
need to know which one you’re referring to. 

																																																								
1	I	Peter	3:15	“…be	ready	to	give	an	account	for	the	hope	that	is	
in	you.”	

If you mean change over time then, of course, 
I believe that is true. If you mean that species 
change through natural selection, then I 
would have no problem with that either 
because those are observable phenomenon. 
BUT—if you mean evolution as the cause 
and explanation of the origin of life in a small 
fraction of geological time, the mechanism of 
all the development of complexity and 
diversity of biological life on Earth, and that 
random nucleotide mutations and natural 
selection have sufficient creative force new 
and complex biological structures…then ---
and here’s the magic answer: I’m NOT 
convinced.” There. This is one of the best 
responses you can give and I have several 
reasons by I think it is. 

First, by giving the three different 
definitions, you show your challenger that 
you are conversant on this topic. You’ve 
done your homework. You have the 
sophisticated wherewithal to let your 
challenger know that this is not a simple topic 
that can be answered in a simple yes or no. 
Second, by saying that you’re not convinced, 
you are telling your friend that 1) the 
evidence is not compelling or persuasive 
enough and 2) you’re willing to entertain 
more evidence. In other words, you are not a 
close-minded bigot, and apparently your 
certainly not an ignoramus, but you are ready 
to be intellectually honest with the evidence 
set before you.  Now, it's his turn to sit in the 
hot seat and defend his view of evolution. 
Finally, and most importantly, you are giving 
respect to your challenger by asking for 
evidence. You are not dismissing evolution 
out-of-hand and you are giving him a chance 
to convince you—you want to hear him out. 
You can do some studying on the topic 
yourself and modify your descriptions if you 
like but the point is the same.This builds 
bridges.  

2	Visit	their	website	at	www.str.org	



Bridges are means to engage others 
through ideas. Work through the evidence 
and come to a reasonable conclusion. If God 
is real, then all of reality and truth belongs to 
Him. You have nothing to worry about and 
everything to gain and perhaps, Lord willing 
you will gain a friend for eternity. 
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