
Message:  “Planning Your Future” 
Scripture:  James 4:13-17 

(12-31-23 Dr. Adam Co) 
 

As we come to the end of the year, we cannot help but also look 
forward and plan for the coming new year. There are basically two ways 
to plan one's future:  confident planning and contingent planning. In 
this passage, the Apostle James shows us the dangers of the former 
approach and the benefits of the latter approach.   
 
 

GROWING DEEPER (Reflection & Application) 

1. The hypothetical person's statement in v.13—on the surface—
seems so innocent.  Why is the Apostle James critical of such a 
person?  Name some instances where you might have said the 
same thing as the man in v.13. 

 

2. What are some reasons that make "contingent planning" along 
the lines of v.15 difficult?  Consider what Jesus said in Matthew 
6:25-34.  How can His teaching there help you live out a life of 
"contingent planning" of the future?  

 

3. What are some specific things you are planning for the year 2024? 
Discuss how you are (or, perhaps, you are having a hard time) 
consulting the Lord and committing to the Lord your future plans. 
Then pray for each other to faithfully live out James 3:14-17 in the 
new year.  

 


