
Message: Be Faithful to the End 
Scripture: Revelation 2:8-11 

(02-04-24 Pastor Tony Hao) 

Jesus knows what we are experiencing! Jesus knows it because he stands and moves 

among his churches. The Greek word used here, thlipsis, is a strong word. Its essential 

meaning is “pressure,” more exactly, “crushing pressure.” It would evoke in the minds 

of first-century people the picture of a person “tortured to death by being slowly 

crushed by a great boulder laid upon him.” The disciples in Smyrna were living out their 

faith under thlipsis, under crushing pressure. “I know your pressure,” says their Lord. 

He is there in their midst—there with them under the crushing pressure! 

Jesus has final authority over the pressure. He says to the church in Smyrna, you will 

suffer persecution for ten days (2:10). Whether he means a literal ten days or a 

relatively short period of time, we do not know. What is clear is this: Jesus Christ is in 

control. Evil is on a leash. Its pressure has a limit. “Ten days,” says the Lord. Knowing 

that can help us keep going. He who loves us will never allow more than we can bear.   

GROWING DEEPER (Reflection & Application) 

1. What does this passage teach about suffering? 
 

 

2. In what way do you feel spiritually rich? 
 

 

3. Lisa Beamer listed five lessons God taught her during her grief. What can you 
learn from them? 
 

• Embracing the sovereignty of God brings strength and hope. 

 

• Don’t presume to know better than God how to run the world. 

That’s pride. 
 

• God’s distribution of suffering is not equal. One hard thing may 

prepare for another. 

 

• Trusting in God’s sovereign care in all circumstances frees you from 
greed and releases love for others. 

 

• Realize without God the world is hopeless. 


