
1. Ruling in Heaven (reprise)
2. Will New Earth be a Global Edenic Paradise?
3. What is the New Jerusalem? What will the Great City 

be like?
4. Will there be Space & Time?
5. Will there be the sun, moon, oceans? Weather?



A little more about RULING with CHRIST…

• Ruling—that is, hierarchy.
• Some “below” us; some “above” us.
• How does this relationship often work in a FALLEN 

world?



Leadership and Servanthood — Now vs. Heaven



Motivations in Leadership and Service
Motivation / Dynamic Fallen World Heaven (New Earth) Scriptural / Source Basis

Ambition / Status-Seeking
Desire for personal 
advancement, recognition, 
control.

Desire to glorify Christ; joy in 
others’ flourishing. Matt. 20:25–28; Rev. 22:5

Competition Driven by scarcity — someone 
must lose for me to win.

Cooperative fulfillment — joy 
multiplies others’ joy. Rom. 12:10; 1 Cor. 12:12–26

Insecurity / Fear of Failure Fear of being overlooked or 
replaced.

Security in Christ’s approval; 
identity fixed. 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10

Manipulation / Control Authority used for self-interest. Authority used to bless and 
empower.

John 13:14–15; Luke 22:26–
30

Favoritism / Politics Partiality and image-building 
rule advancement.

Perfect justice and 
transparency. Rev. 21:27; 1 Cor. 4:5

Jealousy / Resentment Others’ honor sparks rivalry. Rejoicing in others’ honor. Phil. 2:3–4; Rom. 12:15

Pride in Service ‘Servant leadership’ done for 
optics. Pure delight in serving Christ. John 13:1–17

Hierarchy by Power Implies inequality or 
oppression.

Roles in harmony, not 
dominance. Rev. 22:3–5; Matt. 25:21

Reward System Uneven, unjust, arbitrary. Perfectly just and joyful. Matt. 19:28–30; 2 Cor. 5:10

Motivation to Serve Mixed: guilt, duty, ego. Pure love and gratitude. Col. 3:23–24; Rev. 21:4–5



Summary: Ruling with Christ in Heaven

• Ruling with Christ means sharing His loving dominion, not 
wielding control.

• Hierarchy remains, but reflects harmony — like instruments 
in an orchestra.

• Rewards and authority will expand joy, not status.
• All sin’s distortions of power — pride, fear, manipulation —

will be gone.
• Leadership will finally resemble what God intended in Eden.



Will the New Earth be a global Edenic paradise?









What is the New Jerusalem?
What will the Great City be like?



Will there be Space and Time?
• A spatial dimension is necessary for 

• Physical, resurrected bodies
• Physical New Earth, New Jerusalem
• New universe, stars, planets, galaxies

• A time dimension will be necessary for a 
sequence of events

• Relationships
• Actions, work
• Worship
• A chain of thoughts



Will the New Earth have Sun, Moon, 
Oceans, and weather?

Item Status in New Earth New Heaven Explanation

Sun Likely, yes In New Jerusalem there is no need for the 
sun…..but this doesn’t mean that the sun is 
gone.  The rest of the New Earth may still see 
sunrise and sunset.

Moon  Likely, yes Same explanation.  

Oceans Yes. The sea usually symbolic of chaos and change 
and danger. When the Bible says there is “no 
more sea” it is likely referring to the absence of 
danger and chaos.

Weather
Plate tectonics

Yes Fruits are produced in due season. Weather 
exists as part of the natural cycle but without 
danger or harmful wind, floods, tornadoes, 
earthquakes.



Summary
• Heaven will be a place to live our eternal lives
• It will be physical, perfect, free from defects
• We will experience the passage of time, but it will 

be endless time
• We will be without sin and relate to one another in 

perfect harmony
• The celestial bodies will likely still exist in the new 

creation and the New Earth will go through its 
cycles harmoniously and safely
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