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And the pig … is unclean for you. 
You must not eat their meat … 

Lev 11:7-8

Greet one another with 
a holy kiss.    2 Cor 13:12





LAW NARRATIVE POETRY PROPHECY GOSPEL LETTERS



SAME OR DIFFERENT?



IN A SIMILAR WAY, THERE ARE DIFFERENT “GAME” RULES INVOLVED IN

THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF LITERATURE. 

THE AUTHOR HAS “PLAYED THE GAME,” THAT IS, HAS SOUGHT TO

CONVEY HIS MEANING, UNDER THE RULES COVERING THE PARTICULAR

LITERARY FORM HE HAS USED.  

UNLESS WE KNOW THOSE RULES, WE WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY

MISINTERPRET HIS MEANING.

WHAT IS GENRE?



NT GENRES
Gospel

Narrative
Letter

Prophecy

OT GENRES
Narrative

Law
Poetry

Prophecy



A biblical narrative is a story told for the 
purpose of conveying a message through 

people, their problems and situations.

NARRATIVE



Narratives follow a pattern 
in which a problem occurs 
near the beginning, with 
increasing complications 
that reach a climax. And 
then it moves toward a 
solution to the problem, 
and concludes with the 

problem solved.



What questions should you ask to 
correctly understand this story?



LAW
Lengthy set of law codes, established in Exodus, 

expanded in Leviticus and restated in Deuteronomy. 



OLD TESTAMENT LAWS
MORAL LAWS – declares what God requires of man

CEREMONIAL LAWS – portrays the salvation to come in Christ

CIVIL LAWS – for the nation Israel to restrain evil



What questions should you ask to 
correctly apply these laws?



POETRY

Hebrew poetry isn’t built on rhyme or rhythm, but on parallel 
structure. Verses are grouped in pairs, threes or fours to 

illustrate an idea by restating, expanding, or contrasting it. 





What questions should you ask to 
correctly interpret this psalm?

Ps 139:7-10



PROPHECY
These are writings rich in metaphor and symbolism. 
They are written passionately, at times using sharp 
satire and graphic images best for mature readers. 



PROPHECY IS
FORE-TELLING

(PREDICTING THE FUTURE)

PROPHECY IS
FORTH-TELLING

(SPEAK FORTH THE WORD)



What questions 
should you ask to 
correctly interpret 

this prophecy?







TEMPTATION OF JESUS

What do we learn from each Gospel 
writer’s account on this event?



LETTERS





What questions 
should you ask to 

correctly apply 
this letter?
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