
COMMON 
INTERPRETATION

ERRORS



1. What is so unusual about Samuel calling on the Lord for   
rain at the time of the wheat harvest in 1 Samuel 12:17?

2. Why did King Belshazzar offer the third position in the 
Babylonian government to Daniel and not the second position? 

3. Why did James say to anoint a sick person with oil? 

4. Why did Jesus speak of going "down" from Jerusalem to 
Jericho when Jericho is located northeast of Jerusalem? 

5. Why did Paul say in 2 Cor 2:14 that God "always leads us  
in triumphal procession in Christ"? 



For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, He appeared to 
more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then He 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared  
to me also, as to one abnormally born.    1 Corinthians 15:3-8



COMMON ERRORS IN 
BIBLE INTERPRETATION

 (#1) IGNORING THE GENRE

 (#2) IGNORING LINGUISTICS

 (#3) IGNORING TRANSLATIONS

 (#4) IGNORING CONTEXT

 (#5) IGNORING FIGURES OF SPEECH

 (#6) IGNORING HISTORY





Why bother with the
Historical Context?

The events represented in the Bible 

[are] more often fictional than 

historical … the Bible may need to    

be read contrary to its literal and 

historical significance … For its    

own sake as much as for ours,       

the Bible needs a demotion.

Gregory Jenks

The moment Genesis is taken as     

a historical record is the moment 

that it can be dismissed. And 

unfortunately, that means that 

whatever resources can be found in 

Genesis will likewise be dismissed.

Dwight Welch





Why bother with the 
Historical Context?

For our interpretation of any biblical 

text to be valid, it must be 

consistent with the historical context 

of that text.



Why bother with the
Historical Context?

God did not say, “Because I’m God

I will speak directly to everybody

in all times and cultures.”

God spoke through the human 

writers to address the real-life 

needs of people at a particular 

time in a particular culture.

Craig Keener

The truth of the matter is 

that each passage of 

Scripture was “God’s Word to 

other people before it 

became God’s Word to us.”

William Klein





1. The Biblical Writer

What is the author’s background?

When did the author write?

What type of ministry did the 

author have?

What type of relationship did the 

author have with his audience?

Why is the author writing?

What is the
Historical Context?



2. The Biblical 
Audience

What circumstances did 
the audience face?

What is the
Historical Context?



3.  Other Elements

Political Religious

Economic Legal

Agricultural Architectural

Clothing Domestic Life

Military Geographical

What is the
Historical Context?





BENEFITS: Studying History



BENEFITS: Studying History

Unlocks Original Context: The Bible was written for us, 
but not to us. Knowing the customs, political climates, and 
geography of the time helps us understand what a passage 
meant to its original audience. 

Prevents Misinterpretation: When we ignore history, 
we risk projecting 21st-century values onto ancient texts. 
Historical context anchors the text to reality, helping you 
distinguish between timeless moral principles and culturally 
specific instructions.



BENEFITS: Studying History

Reveals Divine Providence: The Bible is a collection 
of real events tied to actual empires (Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylon, Rome). Studying this verifies the reliability of 
Scripture and shows how God sovereignly works through 
human history to fulfill His promises. 

Provides Life Examples: The Apostle Paul noted in     
1 Corinthians 10:6 that the historical struggles of ancient 
Israel were recorded as examples for our instruction. 
History provides real-life models of faith to imitate and 
past mistakes to avoid.



Bible Handbooks 
include general articles 
about the Bible and the 
world of the Bible.  
Typically, they also 
contain a brief 
commentary on the 
entire Bible.

Tools for Identifying 
Historical-Cultural Context



Bible Atlases 
contain maps of the 
land, pictures of 
important sites, and 
helpful historical 
charts.

Tools for Identifying 
Historical-Cultural Context



Tools for Identifying 
Historical-Cultural Context



Bible Dictionaries and 
Encyclopedias contain 
information about 
particular topics 
mentioned in a 
biblical text. 

Tools for Identifying 
Historical-Cultural Context


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: 1. What is so unusual about Samuel calling on the Lord for   rain at the time of the wheat harvest in 1 Samuel 12:17?  2. Why did King Belshazzar offer the third position in the Babylonian government to Daniel and not the second position?   3. Wh
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Why bother with the Historical Context?
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Why bother with the Historical Context?
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: What is the Historical Context?
	Slide 12: What is the Historical Context?
	Slide 13: What is the Historical Context?
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: BENEFITS: Studying History
	Slide 17: BENEFITS: Studying History
	Slide 18: Tools for Identifying  Historical-Cultural Context
	Slide 19: Tools for Identifying  Historical-Cultural Context
	Slide 20: Tools for Identifying  Historical-Cultural Context
	Slide 21: Tools for Identifying  Historical-Cultural Context

